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June 4, 2020 

 

 

Dear Sterling High School Class of 2020 & Families: 

 

On Tuesday, May 26th the Governor announced that outdoor graduation ceremonies would be allowable provided 

specific guidelines on social distancing were implemented.  He went on to say that those guidelines would be forthcoming 

from the Department of Education.  On May 27th, 2020 the DOE released those guidelines.  I have included them here 

for your review. 

 

It would not be an exaggeration to state that I was discouraged at what I read.  There are multiple parameters in the 

guidelines, but the most relevant procedure deals with capacity.  The guidance reads “In accordance with the above, in-

person commencement ceremonies are permitted only on or after July 6, 2020 and must occur outdoors.  These 

ceremonies must meet the relevant capacity limitation on in-person gatherings in place at the time of the ceremony.  

Depending on the social distancing requirements in place at the time of the ceremony, varying restrictions will apply.”  

Currently that number is 25 persons with no information on what the number may be after July 6th. 

 

Our hope was to be able to provide a graduation that would always keep students 6 feet apart, while also requiring face 

masks for all in attendance.  Our hope was to have all the graduates together for this once in a lifetime ceremony.  We 

also endeavored to have the parents of our graduates in attendance as well.  We created a plan that would allow us to 

keep families 6 feet apart, like the plans implemented for opening our beaches and large-scale retail stores that have 

remained open during the pandemic.  

 

It would be impossible and irresponsible for us to attempt to plan an outdoor graduation at this time.  Logistically, it is 

not possible to plan for what would amount to be twelve separate ceremonies at a cap of 25 persons per ceremony, that 

would include 20 graduates at a time and 5 staff members. 

 

Therefore, we will maintain the original plan communicated earlier in May.  We will move forward with our plan to 

virtually graduate the Class of 2020.  This will allow us to bring one graduate at a time, with their parents, into the high 

school with their diploma case and walk across the stage, in all their graduation regalia and hear their name announced 

as a graduate of the Class of 2020.  We are setting a date of August 11th as a possible date for a live graduation if the 

restrictions are lifted in such a way that we can graduate our entire class safely. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Matthew Sheehan 

Acting Superintendent/Principal 

https://www.nj.gov/education/covid19/boardops/commencement.shtml

